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My child, there are all things 
regardless if major or minor 
for the most part packaged thus 
that one cannot crack them like nuts  
How would you take on such a thing 
to quickly fathom people 
You only know them from the outside 
you see the vest, not the heart. 
‹Appearance and Being› — Wilhelm Busch  
 
Silbury Hill, an artificial mound near Avebury in southern England, has 
been raising questions for thousands of years, besides evoking manifold 
myths and legends. Forming part of Sebastian Utzni’s cycle of works 
entitled ‹Cour des Miracles›, his ‹Silbury Hill› is representative of a help-
lessness and questioning, and indeed of nascent desires, since what 
meets the eye sheds either false or no concrete light on the meaning and 
purpose of what exists. ‹False Bottom›, the forthcoming exhibition at 
Hermann Germann Contemporary, brings together the works of four 
artists, including Sebastian Utzni, whose imaginations are all exercised 
to a greater or lesser extent by the apparent and its various underlying 
aspects.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Over the last four decades, changes have occurred in art that have 
prompted both a reorientation of its basic notion as well as questioned 
prevailing ideas about the work, the author, the artist, and the original. 
What do form, colour, and artistic practice mean today? One of the 
hallmarks of our present day and age is an approach to art that reaches 
beyond individual materials and media to a more encompassing, 
overarching gesture. Behind such an approach lies a stance that ranges 
from the ironic through naive to the freely narrative, and which can only 
be intuited from the finished work. Dispensing with a purely formal 
approach and returning to narrative traditions are among the various 
possibilities for employing the procedures and techniques passed on 
down the ages in new ways.  
 
Roman Blumenthal, born in Chur in 1980, studied fine arts at Zurich 
University of the Arts (ZHdK), where he is currently doing an MA in Fine 
Arts.  
 
Barbara Müller, born in Schaffhausen in 1972, studied photography at 
Zurich University of the Arts (ZHdK) and holds an MA in Fine Arts from 
the Hochschule für Gestaltung und Kunst Basel and from Goldsmiths 
College, University of London. She lives and works in Zurich.  
 
Sebastian Utzni, born in Augsburg (Germany) in 1981, studied fine arts 
at Zurich University of the Arts (ZHdK) and has been a Visiting Lecturer 
at the University of Hertfordshire since 2008.  
 
Tim Wandelt, born in Meerbusch (Germany) in 1982, studied fine arts at 
the University of Applied Arts Vienna (in Erwin Wurm’s sculpture class) 
and has been a member of the TransArts class since 2010. He will be 
completing his BA in Fine Art at Zurich University of the Arts (ZHdK) this 
summer. He lives and works in Berlin, Vienna, and Zurich. 
 


